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240th Anniversary Commemoration of the Storming of Stony Point, July 13-14, 2019 

 

Stony Point, NY, June 26, 2019       On Saturday and Sunday, July 13-14, 2019, Stony Point 

Battlefield State Historic Site in partnership with the Brigade of the American Revolution, 

Palisades Parks Commission, Palisades Parks Conservancy, Hudson River Valley National 

Heritage Area, and the Friends of the Stony Point Battlefield and Lighthouse will celebrate the 

240th Anniversary of the Storming of Stony Point. The site will host 250 reenactors - soldiers, 

women and civilians, engaged in 18th century military and civilian activities and demonstration 

throughout the weekend. Visitors are welcome to come spend a day immersed in the history of 

daily life of a military scene in 1779. 

The site will be open Saturday and Sunday from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  All visitors will 

be directed to use off site parking at the Farley Elementary School and take the shuttle bus to 

the site as there will be no on-site parking.  Several shuttle buses will run from 10:30 to 5:00 

throughout the two days.  Visitors are encouraged to bring sun/rain protective clothing as all 



activities will be held out of doors.  The event will be held rain or shine.  A full schedule of 

activities and timed events, such as the daily recreation of the battle can be found on the 

following websites and the site’s FaceBook page in the weeks leading up to the event: 

www.palisadesparksconservancy.org, www.nysparks.com (click Visit, Historic Sites, Stony Point 

Battlefield,) and www.FaceBook.com/stonyPointBattlefieldandLighthouse .  Contact the site 

office by phone at 845-786-2521, Wednesday to Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., if you 

have questions or need additional information. 

The event will have three living history camps for visitors to enjoy: an American camp 

representing General Anthony Wayne’s Light Infantry Corps, a British camp representing the 

defenders of the fort and their families, and a central camp near the site museum that will host 

period crafts such as spinning, blacksmithing, cooking, cartography, children’s games and more.  

Throughout the day in both the American and British camps uniformed soldiers will be 

drilling with muskets and artillery crews will perform maintenance on their powerful weapons, 

then, drill and fire!  Visitors will see the soldiers marching to and from picket duty to protect 

their camps and learn how they built defenses and simple shelters.  In the American camp, 

visitors will learn what is was like to be a light infantryman, serving as one of General 

Washington’s elite attack forces.  Loyalist soldiers will be present to discuss why they joined the 

side of the King!  Scottish 71st Regt. Highlanders will discuss their presence at the British fort. 

Surprising to many but commonly found in military camps were the “camp followers” – wives, 

daughters and family of soldiers of both sides which all armies were reconciled to have travel 

with them from battlefield to fort.  Women of the camp will perform and speak to visitors 

http://www.palisadesparksconservancy.org/
http://www.nysparks.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stonyPointBattlefieldandLighthouse


about their daily chores as part of a garrison, doing laundry, nursing, cooking and raising 

children amidst the uncertain times of war. 

The feature event each day will be a narrated recreation of the Storming of Stony Point 

by reenactors who will swarm up the hill just as General Wayne’s men did 240 years ago, to be 

met by the cream of the British Army defending their doomed garrison!  This battle will 

conclude with vignettes taken from the pages of history to flesh out the details of what 

happened at Stony Point including:  surrendering of the British commander’s sword, the 

capture of prisoners including the women and children, the discovery of American deserters 

wearing British coats, their trial and subsequent hanging, and the painstaking inventory by the 

American Quartermaster of the captured supplies. 

Also featured will be the presence of the recreated 18th century boat or Battoe, The 

Moon, which will be rowed around in the Hudson River just off the shore and anchored at times 

near the American camp.  The crew of The Moon will tell of the role of small boats used by the 

Americans to bring troops, supplies and military intelligence from General Washington’s army 

to the Americans.  The boat’s crew will talk to the public about the importance of the Hudson 

River as a maritime highway and the design and desirability of smaller vessels. 

There will be vendors, known as sutlers, who will be offering their historic wares to 

public and reenactors alike, just as their historic counterparts did. They will offer things from 

buttons, do-it-yourself sewing kits, fabrics, soldier’s equipment, period baked goods, and so 

much more.  A modern book seller will also be present to sell history books, period toys and 

games and cold-water bottles and snacks. 



Reenactors attending this event are set on bringing Stony Point Battlefield back to 1779 

this weekend and engaging the visiting public in living history.  A platoon of over 20 men and 

women will be making an early morning 12-mile march to Stony Point along the 18th century 

route the American soldiers walked to engage the British garrison.  Starting at Fort 

Montgomery State Historic Site this rugged group will truly be able to interpret the fortitude of 

our ancestors in their quest to defeat the British.  Upon arrival at the Battlefield, they and their 

fellow volunteer historic interpreters will be able to tell visitors of grueling march the American 

soldiers endured proving, as General Wayne wrote to his commander, General Washington, 

“Our officers and men behaved like men who were determined to be free.”  Witnessing and 

even participating in the events planned for this 240th commemoration will enable visitors to 

learn the significance of not only Stony Point Battlefield, but the Hudson River Valley, and to a 

greater extent, New York State and its role in the struggle for American independence. 

Stony Point Battlefield State Historic Site is where Brigadier General Anthony Wayne led 

his corps of Continental Light Infantry in a daring midnight attack on the British, seizing the 

site's fortifications and taking the soldiers and camp followers at the British garrison as 

prisoners on July 16, 1779. Armed with bayonets only, the infantry captured the fort in short 

order. The Stony Point Lighthouse, built in 1826, is the oldest lighthouse on the Hudson River. 

De-commissioned in 1925, it now stands as a historical reminder of the importance of 

lighthouses to commerce on the Hudson River. The opening of the Erie Canal in 1825 unleashed 

a surge of commercial navigation along the Hudson River, by linking New York city to America's 

heartland. The site features a museum, which offers exhibits on the battle and the Stony Point 

Lighthouse, as well as interpretive programs, such as reenactments highlighting 18th century 



military life, cannon and musket firings, cooking demonstrations, and children's activities and 

blacksmith demonstrations. 

Stony Point Battlefield State Historic Site is part of a statewide system of parks, 

recreation areas, and historic sites operated by the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, 

and Historic and is administered by the Palisades Interstate Park Commission. The Palisades 

Interstate Park Commission administers 27 parks, parkways, and historic sites for the Office of 

Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation in New York as well as the Palisades Interstate Park 

and Parkway in New Jersey. 
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